
International Council of Museums – Committee on Conservation – Working Group on Ethnographic Collections 
Website: http://icom-cc.icom.museum/WG/EthnographicCollections 

1 

 

ICOM-CC 
Working Group on 

Ethnographic Collections 

 
 
 

Bibliography on Use of Biocides in Museum Collections  
 
The following is a list of articles and web resources on the subject of use of biocides 
(including pesticides) in museum collections and related subjects such as health hazards, 
handling and mitigation strategies. This list was made possible through the generous 
contribution of colleagues working in this field. Special thanks for providing us with 
extensive bibliographies go to Nancy Odegaard, Jane Sirois, Jessica Johnson and 
Helene Tello, whose contributions were essential to accumulating this list. 
We have tried to be as comprehensive as possible but would like to ask for your input 
especially if you see essential articles missing in this list. Please send additional 
references, comments and suggestions to Farideh Fekrsanati (farideh@volkenkunde.nl) 
or Monika Harter (MHarter@horniman.ac.uk).  
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Web Resources on Biocides and Collections 
(all named links were accessed September 2008) 
 
 
General information 
 

NMAI Pesticide Web-pages: the National Museum of the American Indian has a 
whole section of its website on the issue of Pesticide residues in museum 
collections, including sections on: which pesticides have been used in the 
past; analytical techniques used to detect pesticides residues; repatriation and 
loans; a Bibliography; and Web Links.  
 
 
CONSERVE O GRAM  
http://www.cr.nps.gov/museum/publications/conserveogram/cons_toc.html 

 
Leaflets that can be downloaded in PDF format providing general information on a wide 
variety of different subjects connected to the preservation and care of collections. The 
leaflets listed here relate directly to collections and pesticide issues. 

 
2/1 Hazardous Materials Health and Safety Update 
2/3 Arsenic Health and Safety Update 
2/4 Dichlorvos (Vapona) Update 
2/10Hazardous Materials in Your Collections 
2/14 DDT Health And Safety Update 
2/16 Chronology of Pesticides Used On National Park Service Collections 
2/16 Additional Graph of Pesticide Chronology 
2/17 Physical Properties And Health Effects of Pesticides Used On National Park Service 
Collections 
2/19 Guidelines for the Handling of Pesticide Contaminated Collections 
 
 
NITON Sample Analysis Via Energy Dispersive X-Ray Fluorescence (EDXRF). Web 
publication on Niton web site http://www.niton.com/how_xrf_works.asp 
 
Poulin, J. ‘Science of Conservation: Pesticides in Museum Collections’ CCI Newsletter, 
33. May 2004 [online]. Accessed August 17, 2007.  Available at: http://www.cci-
icc.gc.ca/publications/newsletters/news33/science_e.aspx 
 

  
Spencer, B., N. Caldararo, L.Davis, P.Palmer. Conference summary: the contamination 
of museum materials and the repatriation process for native California. 2000. 
http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/arttest/sum.htm 
 
 
SPNHC, The Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections 
http://www.spnhc.org/ has published the papers from Collection Forum volume 16-20 

 
 

 
Resources for Health and Safety Information and Information on pesticides 

 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), ‘Toxicological Profile for 
Arsenic (Draft for Public Comment)’ http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/tp2.pdf 

http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/bytopic/health/ 
Information on health and safety issues 
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Martin, G., M. Kite “CoSHH Does Work “ V&A research and conservation website 46 
(2004)http://www.vam.ac.uk/res_cons/conservation/journal/number_46/coshh_works/inde
x.html 

 

 EXTOXNET Pesticide Information Profiles (PIPs). A cooperative effort of University of 
California-Davis, Oregon State University, Michigan State University, Cornell University, 
and the University of Idaho. http://extoxnet.orst.edu/pips/ghindex.html  and 
http://extoxnet.orst.edu/faqs/pesticide/pestfate.htm 
 

Persaud, D. Hayton A. Jaagumagi R. and Rutherford G., "Fill Quality Guidelines 
for Lakefilling in Ontario," http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/gp/5040e.pdf  
 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Occupational Safety & Health Administration 
OSHA  
http://www.osha.gov/  
Web resources on occupational health and safety regulations and related subjects 

 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
NIOSH 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/homepage.html 
Web source on occupational health and safety regulations. Provides also links to health 
hazard evaluation etc. 

 
Material Safety Data Sheets 
http://www.msdsonline.com/  

 
Toxnet 
http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/ 
This free-of-charge search interface provides access to the TOXNET system of 
databases on toxicology, hazardous chemicals, and related areas. 
TOXNET is sponsored by the National Library of Medicine, through the Toxicology and 
Environmental Health Information Program of its Specialized Information Services 
Division." 

 
PAN Pesticides Database 
http://www.pesticideinfo.org/Index.html 
Pesticide Database Web site, your one-stop location for current toxicity and regulatory 
information for pesticides. The PAN Pesticide Database brings together a diverse array of 
information on pesticides from many different sources...  

 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln 
http://pested.unl.edu/  
Web site with many links and further information to all subjects concerning pesticides and 
pests. 

 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
http://www.cdc.gov/ 

 
Conservation OnLine 
Resources for Conservation Professionals 
http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/ 
Good source for obtaining information on resources and web links in connection with 
subjects related to Conservation and Collections care. 
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Arts, Crafts, and Theatre Safety 

http://www.artscraftstheatersafety.org/ 
health and safety counseling for art workers and hobbyists, professional safety, 
ventilation and industrial hygiene advice  
 

 

Resources on Integrated Pest Management 

 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a recommend strategy for controlling and 
preventing pest infestations in Museums and collections. This approach relies primarily 
on non-chemical means (such as controlling climate, food sources, and building entry 
points) to prevent and manage pest infestation. 

 
 

The National Park Service Integrated Pest Management Manual 
http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/IPM/natparks/natpark.html  

 
The National Park Service Museum Handbook 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/museum/publications/handbook.html 

 
CONSERVE O GRAM  
http://www.cr.nps.gov/museum/publications/conserveogram/cons_toc.html 
1/7 Useful World Wide Web Resources 
3/6 An Insect Pest Control Procedure: The Freezing Process 
3/7 Monitoring Insect Pests with Sticky Traps 
3/8 Controlling Insect Pests: Alternatives to Pesticides 
3/9 Anoxic Microenvironments: A Treatment for Pest Control 
 
Northeast Document Conservation Center NEDCC 
www.nedcc.org  
Integrated Pest Management, Technical Leaflet  

 
Integrated Pest Management 
A Selected Bibliography for Collections Care 
http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/byauth/jessup/ipm.html  

 

Smithsonian Center for Materials Research and Study Integrated Pest 
Management Check List 
http://www.si.edu/scmre/relact/pests9.htm  

 

Website of the Integrated Pest Management Working Group, a group of collection 
managers, conservators and other professionals interested in issues surrounding 
the implementation of integrated pest management in museums and other 
collection-holding institutions http://www.museumpests.net/ 
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